
Overview: The Canadian 

Company, Revett Minerals, is 

proposing to construct a massive 

silver and copper mine, the Rock 

Creek Mine, adjacent to and directly 

underneath the Cabinet Mountain 

Wilderness Area - one of the first 

areas protected under the Wilderness 

Act of 1964. If developed, it would 

degrade Rock Creek and the 

Lower Clark Fork River; harm a key 

stronghold of native threatened 

bull trout; undermine the Cabinet 

Mountains Wilderness, and jeopardize 

the struggling Cabinet-Yaak grizzly 

bear population.

OperatiOns: Mining operations 

would blast tunnels three miles deep 

into the heart of the wilderness to 

access the ore body. The mine would 

generate 100 million tons of mine 

waste or “tailings,” which would be 

permanently stored in an unlined 

impoundment 300 feet high and 

covering 340 acres — next to the 

Clark Fork River.  

the COmpany:  Revett’s founder 

(Frank Duvall) and other executives 

of the company have a history of 

attracting capital for risky mining 

ventures, declaring bankruptcy, and 

leaving costly environmental cleanup 

to taxpayers.  For example, Frank 

Duvall founded Pegasus Gold, the 

mining company responsible for 

the Zortman Landusky mine, which 

filed for bankruptcy in 1998, leaving 

Montanans to pay millions in cleanup 

costs. 

impaCts tO water
	The mine will discharge up to 3 million 

gallons of mine waste water per day 
from the mine’s milling process into 
the Clark Fork River. The wastewater 
contains pollutants such as, arsenic, 
lead, zinc, copper, cadmium and 
mercury.  It also will discharge nitrogen 
and phosphorous which contribute to 
the growth of algae.  

	The unlined tailings impoundment 
would leak up to 43,000 gallons per 
day of arsenic-contaminated water into 
ground water destined for the Clark 
Fork River.  

	The Forest Service and Montana DEQ 
says that water pollution from the Rock 
Creek Mine could continue forever. 

impaCts tO wildlife 
	The mine would severely impact 

the struggling Cabinet-Yaak grizzly 
population by destroying 483 acres of 
key habitat and altering an additional 
7,044 acres that would be rendered 
unusable by the bears. 

	The US Fish and Wildlife has 
determined that the mine would likely 
wipe out the bull trout fishery in Rock 
Creek, but that the population is 
expendable.  According to Montana’s 
Bull Trout Restoration Team, Rock Creek 
is a key bull trout spawning and rearing 
stream. 

	The courts have twice rejected the 
federal government’s approval of 
the mine, due to the mine’s harmful 
impacts to bears and bull trout. 

impaCts tO wilderness 
	Due to the blasting, tunneling 

and fractured rock created by the 
underground mining operations, several 
of the overlying Wilderness alpine lakes 
are at considerable risk of draining or 
becoming contaminated with heavy 
metals.



3. vOlunteer tO help spread the wOrd.  
fOr mOre infOrmatiOn, please COntaCt:

Clark fOrk COalitiOn
PO box 7593  
Missoula, MT 59807, 
www.clarkforkcoalition.org

rOCk Creek allianCe
1319 N. Division
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864
www.rockcreekalliance.org

earthwOrks
140 South 4th West
Missoula, MT 59801
www.earthworksaction.org

1. send a pOstCard.
Urge Governor Schweitzer and U.S. Senators Baucus and Tester to 
protect the Clark Fork River and Cabinet Mountains Wilderness from 
this ill-conceived project.  

Office of the Governor 
Montana State Capitol Bldg. 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena MT 59620-0801

Senator Baucus
511 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Tester
204 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-2604 

2. write a letter tO the editOr desCribing 
yOur COnCerns fOr these speCial plaCes.


